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Remodeling projects are sig-
nifi cant undertakings. Home-
owners must consider a host 
of variables before any such 
project can begin. While plan-
ning ahead may take time, it is 
essential to ensuring success-
ful completion of a renovation 
project. Consider these pre-
renovation planning pointers to 
help any job go smoothly.

Determine your motivation 
for renovating

Renovation projects often 
involve balancing needs and 

wants and determining if a proj-
ect is a necessity or a luxury 
can set the timeline and course 
of the project. Is the roof leak-
ing? If so, immediate action is 
necessary. Could the kitchen 
be a bit more functional? If the 
kitchen is still manageable, a 
homeowner may be able to wait 
a little bit to get better prices on 
appliances or contracting ser-
vices.

Separating needs from wants 
helps homeowners map out a 
viable timeline that maximizes 

productivity and affordability. 
Get professional advice
Many homeowners are under 

the impression that doing the 
work themselves can save a 
considerable amount of money. 
This may be the case for home-
owners with renovation ex-
perience. But by and large, 
professional contractors are an 
asset to any renovation. They 
can provide a realistic overview 
of the project, map out pro-
jected costs, point out areas that 
could be troublesome, and may 
have industry contacts that can 
keep supply costs low. Even if a 
homeowner will do a portion of 
the job, a contractor can do the 
bulk of the work and keep the 
project on budget.

Get necessary permits
Permits are designed to en-

sure the work is being done 
to code and in a safe manner. 
However, they are not without 
additional costs and processing 
time, and that can cause some 

homeowners to skip this step. 
According to the home infor-
mation site The Spruce, build-
ing permits cost anywhere from 
$400 to about $2,200 for new 
home construction. Building 
permits for smaller projects can 
cost $100 or less, and typically 

are based on a percentage of the 
anticipated cost of the project. 

A permit may be issued the 
day the application is submit-
ted, while other cities and 
towns may issue permits up to 
two or more weeks later. Fac-
tor permit fees and processing 
times into the renovation plan. 

If it comes to light a home-
owner did work without a re-
quired permit, he or she may 
face penalties; may have to 
tear out work done to have it 
inspected or redone; some may 
be unable to sell a home until 
permits have been obtained and 

work has been done to code. 
Homeowners insurance cov-
erage also may be affected if 
homeowners do not obtain the 
proper permits.

Other considerations when 
planning a renovation include 
writing out a strict budget, gath-
ering inspiration, drawing up 
to-scale renovation plans, pour-
ing over material reviews, and 
getting recommendations for 
reliable professionals to do the 
job. While not every obstacle 
can be avoided, planning is a 
good way to start successfully.

Want to renovate your house? Try these tips

Remodeling projects can improve your home’s value, both to you and to potential buyers. 

SEED POTATOES ARE IN!
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www.middletoncoop.com

Classic Purple Cow Compost 
and Garden Mix Now in BULK!

POTATOES
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Red Norland
Red Pontiac
White Kennebec
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ONIONS
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White Set - Ebeneezer
Red Set - Commander
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N2577 Coplien Road, Monroe
coplienpainting.com • markcoplien@coplienpainting.com
View Our Craftsmanship:

• Pressure Washing
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• Steel Door Finishing
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• Swimming Pool Refinishing
• Tree Service • Snow Plowing

Four Generations – Over 80 Years of Service
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Guaranteed!
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• Call for a free estimate •

John Jones
608.212.9146
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Set the thermostat where you want for a more comfortable home.
The Ultimate Wood Heat.

Outdoor Wood Furnace

The Classic Edge HDX 
is U.S. EPA Certified

VIDEO: How It Works
CentralBoiler.com > 

Explore > How it Works

on qualified models &
installation

*US Internal Revenue Code Sec. 25(D) effective Jan. 1, 2021, for heating a residence. For more 
details visit CentralBoiler.com. Information provided here as a convenience and may not be relied 
upon as substitute for professional tax advice. Consult a tax professional with any questions.

**EPA cord wood Hydronic Heater list 1-6-2021

• Highest Efficiency Certified by EPA**
• Peace of Mind - Keep the fire outside and eliminate the

dangers associated with indoor wood heating.
• Save Money - Wood is a renewable, inexpensive

and often free energy source.
• Durability - Long-lasting, stainless steel firebox.

County Line Burners, LLC
Dan O’Connell • 608-206-5220

countylineburners.com
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NEWSPAPER REPRODUCTION NOTE: 
133LPI minimum required, 
150LPI recommended.  
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